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The John Graig House 
Hear Freehold,  h'onmouth County, - Nev;  Jersey 

Owners:     I.Ir«  and Krs.  Samuel  C#  Cowart 

Dates   of  Erection:     1704—1717 for minor un.it; 
1747  for major unit 

Architects:    Unknown 

Builders:     John Graig   (cl,   1724)  and Samuel Craig 
(1708-1747) 

Present  Condition:     Original,  unaltered 
Number of  Stories;     One  and  one~half,two and  one-half with part 
Haterials   of  Construction:  ce—c~" 

Foundation -  stone  masonry 
Exterior walls  -  timber  frame,  brick filled, 

sheathed by  original round-butt  shingles 
on north front  and by clapboards   over which 
are modern  shingles   on east,  west and part 
of north front 

Interior walls  - double framed  timber party 
v;all,  brick filled, between the  tv/o units, 
and plank partitions  beaded  or plastered 

Chimneys   - brick,   built  Into  inside   of gable 
end via 11s 

Roof  -  gable  and leanto,  modern wood  shingled 

Historical Data; 

The following  quoted reference   to an historical 
event  connected with  this  house was   published  in 1904^a' 
"There  is  an interesting tradition connected with the old 
John Graig farmhouse now  owned by  -Samuel Craig  Coward and 
Dnoch L»   Cowart,   the  location  of which  is  shown on the 
map  of the battle  Ground  in  this  chapter.     John Craig was 
in"the American Army  on  the day  of  the  battle   (of Honmouth, 
20 June  1778),   and   left his  wife  and his  one  child Amelia 
and tv/o  slaves  at  the   old farmhouse*     As  soon as Mrs.  Craig 

(a)  P. R.   Symmes,   History  of   the   Old Tonnent Church, 
1904,   p.   108 
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heard  the British were  likely to  join battle 
with the American forces  near  the  old farm* 
she  packed her household goods  In  two wagons 
and with her  child and two slaves  rode  toward 
Upper  Freehold in the direction .from v/hich the 
British Army had  come,  thus  expecting  to avoid 
molestation.     Before  leaving  the  farmhouse  she 
took her silver  and placing  it  in a kettle,   sunk 
it in the open well.-- The  iron kettle 
Is  now  In possession  of Kr. Samuel  C.  Cowart  of 
Freehold, who Is  a great grandson   of  John Craig* 
This farm has "been  In possession   of kr*   Cowart 
and his maternal ancestors for  tv/o  hundred  years. 
The house  is  located  about  one mile west  of 
Freehold,  near Ilartshome1 s Mill.     A number  of 
British soldiers were  buried hack  of the house» 
Lord Stirling fs  artillery was  placed  on  the  high 
piece   of  ground  on  the westerly  side  of  the  farm, 
and  there   Is   a  tradition  that  two  cannon  of   the 
British were  sunk  in the  meadow In  the  retreat 
from the Battle."    The nap  of Ivlonmouth Battlefield 
mentioned, appears  opposite page 104:,  and  shows 
a house narked  "John Cralg.    British hospital", 
on the   north side  of  a brook,  being  obviously the 
house  --ere   surveyed. 

The   identification  of the   original and 
subsequent   owners  of  this  farmhouse by contemporary 
documentary evidence  has  been found possible  by 
search  of title  made   In  the County  records  and is 
reported as follows: 

By deed of  4 I.Iay 1704,  Allen Colowell 
of Freehold Township,  honmouth County,  convoyed to 

_ 
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John Craig*0' of Amboy, Middlesex County, a 
tract of land "being part of a farm that did 
belong to James Johnston, and one headland or 
Christian Cheen, purchased of her by James 
Johnston, adjacent to the said farm at Topenaney" 
in Freehold rfov;nahip, describing the first tract 
thu: 

(b)   In a  list   of   54 names   of  persons   impopted  from 
Scotland  to Perth Amboy  in December  1685 by  Lord 
He ill Campbell,   appear  those  of  John,   James,   Archi- 
bald and  Ursula  Craise,   the   list bei*ry recorded  in 
Liber A,   l>ar:C   225  of Kast  Jersey  records   (abstract 
pub!*   in i!«J,  Archives  XXI,   SO).     By  deed  of   11 
June   16''0,   o-oorge  Melth,   Surveyor  General   of   the 
rrovincc   of  hast  ITew  Jersey,   conveyed   to   John  Craig 
of I.::. dale sex  Comity,   150  acres   on  the   south  shore 
of haritan River   (Ibid*  XXX,   100)  v:hich v/as  evidently 
the   same  tract  exchanged  in  1704 for   one  in Freehold 
as  described In the  text  above.     The  election returns 
of  12  Oct.   1093  showed  John Barclay and John  Craige 
neribers   for  Perth Amboy   in  the  General Assembly  of 
the  Province   (Ibid.   XG9).  by deed  of  9 Doc.   1095, Vim. 
Dochv/ra   of London conveyed  to John Cral^  of Middlesex 
County a   lot at 1'opanenus,   Freehold  Tnvp,,   L'onmouth Co., 
bounded M.   b'j V'm.   Laying,   S.7.'.  by Spotswood "5rook, 
and V;«  by  land   not  laid   out   (Ibid.231)  and  the   said 
Crai£,  bo ins  still  of Amboy,  hiddx.   Co.,  conveyed the 
same   to  Iris  son Archibald by deed  of   10 Apr,   1702 
(Ibid.   150),     John Craig had moved  to Freehold Tv/p*, 
lion.  Co.,   by  1705,   in which year  he  and  others  applied 
to the  court for  registration  of Scots Meeting House 
near Topanomus* (S-ymmes,  cited in   (a). 
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thence   southwest by west along  the   Hue  of  said 
Jobjiston's  farm to  the  old South brook 35 chains, 
thence  down  the  said South brook  2  chains  to   a black 
oak tree  marked,  by the v/est side   of  a  s:iall run and 
about Bast northeast by   the run 9 chains,   thence up 
a  hollow betwixt  two   snail risings   of ground  to a 
stake  standing   on tho  north aide   of  the  Path 'which 
goes fx-orn said  Johnston's  House  toward  the falls   of 
Shrewsbury and  about  a chain v/est  from the  parting 
of  the  path with another path  leading  to  the  house 
la to  of  John Campbell,  the  course  about Sast  north-- 
east  17  chr.ina,   thonco  north by v/est 21 chains   to  a 
stake   standing  on the  Ilorth brook a chain below 

Johnston*     Tho   other  tract begins  at the   southwest 
corner   of  said  Johnston's  farn,  being  the  meeting 
of the   two brooks,  and running;  down along the brook 
north northwest 32  chains,   thence  east northeast 
10 chains,  thence  south  southeast  ?■&  chains   to a 
brook,   thence down that brook  to where   it began. 

zenange 
ank  of  haritar 

diver,   in the   town of  Perth Amboy,      (On which he was 
then residing*   apparently,   The  grantee,   John Craig, 
nust have  built  a house  between the   years   1704-1705   on 
the  tract  thus acquired,     i:e h ad removed  to  the  township 
in that  year, 

By deed  of   2 September 1717,   the   grantee 
John Craig,   of Preohold  township,  konruouth County, 
conveyed to  bis   son -Archibald  Ckaig  of  the   sane  place, 
for  100 Pounds,   the  "tract  or plantation where  IQ^olV1, 
and  the   other tract,  which ""were assigned to  no  by deed 
of Allen Col owe 11 the   4 hay 1704",   as  above  abstracted. 
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Having  thus  transferred his  homestead 
farm  to his  son Archibald in 1717,   John Craig, 
the  emigrant  progenitor  of  this   family being 
still of Freehold,  and  supposedly residing with 
the   son,  made  his v/ill  on 5  October   1721  (proved 27 
November  1724)   in which he  devised personal property 
only to his sons  James  and Archibald,   and  to his 
granddaughter   Ursula,  daughter or 1311 aha  Parker  late 
of Ainboy,  mercht*,   and  appointed  the  son Archibald 
as executor.     The   inventory of  the  personal estate 
amounted  to  some  125 Pounds,   the   items  listed   includ- 
ing  a bible.,   looking glass,   sermon book,   a  psalter 
and a bond for  110 Founds(c).     Probably John  Craig, 
who   is   thus known to have died 1721-1724,  was   buried in 
the  old Scots  graveyard   (as was  his  son Archibald), 
the  site   of  the   original Presbyterian, meeting house  of 
1092,   about  two miles northwest  Topancmus,  which was 
succeeded  in 1030 by  the  Tennent  Church some  five 
miles  south thereof  and near his  farm. 

Archibald2    Craig,'d'of Freehold township, 
son and grantee of  John Craig as  abovesaid,   in his 
v/ill dated 25 February  1750/1 and proved 24 April 
1751,   after making  devises   to his wife Ivlary and 
children  viz.,   John, '.Villiam,  Ursula ^ orman widow, 
Sarah wife  of  John Anderson,   Hannah, wife   of YTilliam 
Crawford,  hary wife  of   Peter Gordon,   Catherine wife 
of  John Lloyd,   and Elisabeth wife  of   John Gordon, 
as  also  to his  grand children V'altor  and I.'argaret Kerr, 
arid  John,   Elisabeth,  Ursula and Hary   (the   children  of 
his deceased  son  Samuel Craig),   makes   this  bequest 
(quote). 

(c) Abstracts   of   the will  and inventory publ.   in IT.J. 
Archives hhill,   118 

(d) Archibald   Craig born  1678  in.  Scotland,   came  with 
father to Perth Ambcy  in  1GS5,   to Freehold Twp.  1704 
and  died G Ltarch  1751  aged 75  yrs,;   ids  wife  hary 
C-aig 1st liov,   1752 aged.  6C;  both buried  at  Old Scots 
Cemetery near  Topancmus,  now  in LTarlborough Tv:p, 
(Symmes,   cited supra,   pp.   462-3). 
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"Item*"----I give   and bequeath unto my grandson, 
John GJ airj,   son  of Samuel  Ci'-aig deceased,  all 
that  tract  of  land which was granted unto no by 
Deed  of'  sale  by my father,   John Cmig,   2 September, 
1717"   (q.v.  above) Testator also devises  the   land 
on  the   north  side   of  Orjottswood Brook as  granted 
by  his  father by deed   of  2 April  1702,   two  lots 
at Llid&letewn Point "where   the   landing  is",   also 
land bought  of Jacob  Sutpliin 24 April  17331°)* 
The  inventory of bis  personal estate v/as  taken on 
27  April  1751,  valued  at  350 pounds,  the   items 
including books  and pamphlets  at 3   Pounds  and 
two negroes at 56 Pounds*0   . 

John4"  Craig(f),   son of Samuel3 Crai^ 
and devisee  of  the   ancestral homostead  in 1751 
as   abovesaid,   held the   same and by his vrill  of 
IS December 1817,  as  John Craig Sr.   of Freehold 
Township,  devised "To my beloved son Jonathan 
Craig one-half of   the  farm  or plantation where  I 
now live*   to be  divided according  to quantity and 
quality.,..,...,. .To my beloved daughters,  Ilary 
and Amelia,  share  and  share alike,  to their heirs 
and assigns^   the   remaining; half  of  the  plantation 
on which I now  live,  forever"* 

(e) Abstract   of will and  inventory are nubl.   in XT.J. 
Archives XXXII,   77. 
(f) John Crai£ d.   11 July 1824  in 07th yr.,  hie wife 
Ann  11  March  1024  in 86th yr.,   per  gravestones  in 
Old Scots com,,   5 miles  north  of  Tonnent Church.     His 
children as named in his will and  in the deed of  23 
Dec.   1859,   cited  in  the  tert above,  were  Sanuel, 
Jonathan who d.   10 Apr.   1840 aged 73,  hary who d.   0 
Sept.   1039,   aged 65 unm.,   and Amelia 3ovme.      (I^.":. 
Synnes,   ITJstory  of  Old Tennent  Church,   1004,   p.   208). 

(g) Samuel0  Craig  d,   17 ITov.   1746,   aged  38-5-14,   mar. 
hj  license dated G ITov,   1736 Gertrude V/ard   (who mar. 
Sndly.   1747 Y'm.   I'iamton, widr.)   and had children 
viz., Samuel   (?),   John abovesaid, V/illiam d.   1743, 
Ursilla  aad  Llary,   and  of  whom exc.  Samuel wore baptised 

in Tennent Presbyterian Church   (Syromes,  cited  in   (d),  p. 
463).     The  inventory  of  the   estate   of Semuel Craig  of 
1,1 onn.  Co.,  dee'd.   intestate,   taken 3 Peb.   1746/7,   amounted 
to some  493 Bounds valuation,  the  items  inel.   a negro boy, 
silver  tankard,   instruments  and  materials  for making clocks 
and wa,tches,   and materials  for  finishing   a new  house,   as 
listed by the  widow Gertrude Craig  and others~Ttf7j7~Archives 

XXX,   121).  This  last item may refer  to the main unit  of  the 
house here   surveyed. 
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One  of  the tv/o daughters  and devisees? 
Mary Craig, having  died unmarried,  her  surviving 
brothers  and heirs,   Jonathan and Samuel Craig, 
■gave  their deed of  23 December 1839 quitclaiming 
their  interest  in her share   of their father,   John 
Cx-aig's  estate,   to  the   other  sister Amelia Dov/nc, 
In this   transaction,  a Y/est Farm  of  107,   an East 
Farm  of  37,  and a middle Farm of   154  acres v/ore 
concerned. 

3y deed  of  17 November  1882,  Anna I<;. 
Covmrt describing herself as   solo  ;:eir  of her 
mother Amelia  Fowne   (abovesaid),  with her  husband 
Enoch L.   Cov/art  of Freehold Township,   conveyed 
to  their  son inmuel C.   Cowart the East Farm,     By a 
deed  of  25  January 1890,   the  said Anna Ilaria  Cowart, 
widow,   of Freehold,   convoyed also  the V/est Farm to 
her son,   and by deed  of  13  June  1908,   Enoch  L*   Cowart 
and v;lfe  Ilary E.,   of Asbury park,   conveyed  to  him 
the  "Kiddle Farm",   of 154 acres   on which  stands   the 
venerable homestead here   considered.     The  said Samuel 
C.  Cowart  and v/ife Florence   X,.,   of Freehold,   remain 
owners  i: ere of at  the  time   of our  survey  of the house 
in 1939,   but   it  is   occupied  by  negro   tenants. 

rchltectural Analysis; 

Obviously the   older  part of  this  house 
is the   lesser unit which we  have  assigned  to John 
Craig  1704-1717.     In the  bach room of   this   it  is 
clear   (from the fact  of   the   now useless  passage 
door  to  the main unit being directly  over  the   open 
stairwell)   that the  floor has been removed  and 
excavation made  to   transform the  room into  its 
present use as   a "cold cellar".     The  grilled 
windows  there were   set at  that  time  to  replace 
the   original and wider windows whose   jambs  are 
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still apparent   on the  Inside  of   the v;all#     The 
lcanto  was  a.subsequent addition,   built  against 
the   end v/all whose  clapboard covering  still 
appears   in   the  shed  thus  formed,     "Materials 
for a new house*'  were   listed  in  the   inventory 
of Samuel Ci-aig  deceased   1747  and v/e have 
accordingly assigned  the r:iain unit  to him. 

B-ibli ography: 

Search of  title  in the  Land and 
Probate  records   of LTonmouth County 
and in those of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  (novz deposited with the 
Secretary  of State)   by Forrest IT* 
Hargrove,  II«A»h#3#  abstractor, 
report  received  1@ January 1940 

t&eg&o >0r 
Supervising historian 

Approved: 

>ICh#Guh 7/ILLIAh'S,  I''.A#1.A, 
District Officer 


